March 13, 2009

Mr. Ken Salazar

US Secretary of the Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Salazar,

We are enrolled members of the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa
Indians. We are writing to express our serious concern over the land to trust application
for the Beloit Casino Project. After years of behind the door dealings with St. Croix, city
of Beloit, Rock county, & Developer Kurt Carlson, we find that our tribal officials have
entered into very questionable agreements. This past year, tribal members attempted to
obtain information about the Beloit Casino Project, as most tribal members didn’t know
anything until reading of it in the media & on the internet. Our tribal officials refused to
conduct any public hearings to inform the members of this project & of the agreements
they already made. When tribal members increasingly began to question the Beloit Casino
Project, government officials responded with a declaration of a “State of Emergency”,
sanctioned by the BIA. This declaration so greatly violated our constitutional & civil
rights that it rivals many of the Third World Countries. The citizens of the city of Beloit
& Rock county had the opportunity of a referendum vote. Media reports that over 6,000
people voted & numerous hearings were conducted for those residents. Our tribal
officials refuse to inform & allow it’s own membership the opportunity to vote on this
project! We were able to read the Inter Governmental Agreement on the internet. After
careful review, we now understand why our own government would want to keep their
dealings secret. Violating the constitutional provisions in regard to conducting open
meetings, the Tribal Council holds any information/discussion on the Beloit Casino
Project in Executive Session, as they did so just last week. We fail to see how this casino
project is in the best interests of the Tribe. The Beloit Casino Project benefits the city of
Beloit, Rock county, Developer Kurt Carlson & the individual Tribal Council Members
of Bad River & St. Croix per their formation of a new entity, “NIIZHOO AKIING.” all at
the expense of the Tribe. It’s no wonder that Congresswoman Tammy Baldwin says she’ll
continue to fight to have the denial by the former Secretary of the Interior be reversed by
this new administration. An estimated 3,000 jobs would be generated from the casino.
The 300+ miles of distance to travel for our people to obtain employment is absurd.
Realistically, only a handful of Bad River tribal members would derive employment
benefits. Those 3,000 new jobs would benefit Congresswoman Baldwin’s constituents at
our expense. The payments that the Tribe agrees to pay to the city & county, not including
what the State’s payment would be, is incredulous. Perhaps we are thinking as only true
Anishinabe can understand. but it is our feeling that once again, we are being ripped off






